
	   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
Edited	  by	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

	  

Schedule	  of	  Services:	  
Sunday	  –	  

9:00am	   	   Bible	  Study	  	  
10:00am	   	   Worship	  
5:00pm	   	   Worship	  

Wednesday	  –	  
7:00pm	   	   Bible	  Study	  
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461	  Kelly	  Spring	  Road	  
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	  Telephone:	  256-‐325-‐8585	  
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Overconfident 
There are many things I appreciate about the 
German poet Heinrich Heine, but what he is 
reported to have said on his deathbed strikes 
me as nearly blasphemous: “Of course God 
will forgive me; that’s His job.” Maybe he just 
did a poor job of paraphrasing 1 John 1.9, but 
what I think I see here is presumption. I don’t 
know if the following is an accurate transla-
tion, but the Jerusalem Bible’s rendering of 
Job’s words in Job 9.20 accurately describes 
the tinge of doubt I carry with me: “But am I 
innocent after all? Not even I know that.” 
Even righteous Job (Ezekiel 14.14) allowed 
that maybe he wasn’t as good as he thought he 
was. Granting this possibility about myself, 
maybe God’s job is to condemn me rather 
than forgive me. I can tell you that this 
thought is enough to keep me from ever 
presuming anything about God doing His job. 
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Underconfident 
Not long ago I spoke with a friend whose 
husband had recently died. I called to tell 
her that I had heard the news and was 
praying for her and the family. During our 
brief conversation, I commented that I was 
confident her loved one had stepped into 
glory. In response she said, with a bit of 
surprise, “Do you really think so?” I said, 
“Yes; don’t you?” She replied, “I’m just not 
sure.” Maybe she knows something I don’t 
— a 1 Timothy 5:24 kind of thing—but I 
really don’t think that’s the case. What I 
suspect is that her doubt betrayed a legalistic 
view of Christianity, wherein trust doesn’t 
reside in God, but in one’s own efforts. But 
to trust in one’s efforts is to lean on a broken 
reed. Sensitive legalists know this and are 
miserable as a result. How tragic, to come to 
the end and be robbed of hope because of a 
self-centered legalism. 

“If someone doesn’t have much use for praising Him now, it’s 
foolish to think he’s ready for heaven.” 

-- Matt Chandler 
 

“Humility is the key characteristic of a worship leader. Actually, the 
key for any great leader.” 

-- Chris Tomlin 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

The question was asked of Rachel by Leah 
(Genesis 30:15). Recall that Laban, father of 
Leah and Rachel, had deceived Jacob into 

marrying Leah instead of Rachel, the 
daughter he wanted to marry. Jacob ended 
up marrying Rachel as well, but Jacob was 

Leah’s husband first. Because he loved 
Rachel rather than Leah, Leah may have felt 
that Rachel had “taken away [her] husband.” 

	   Lights	  
By	  Hal	  Hammond	  

Under the bright lights of an outdoor stadium, I cannot 
help but be impressed with man’s ability to influence his 
surroundings. With a few wires, bulbs and watts, we can 
turn night into day, at least, in our little corner of the 
world. 

It is only when we leave the manmade glare and re-enter 
the night that we realize what else we have done.  True, we 
have made immense lights as a testimony to our power.  
But we have also blinded ourselves to the lights made long 
ago as a testimony to the power of Another.  Truly, the 
heavens are telling of the glory of God (Psalm 19:1). 

The stars are every bit as real as the floodlights.  In fact, 
they are infinitely larger and brighter, have existed far 
longer, and are in no danger of short-circuiting any time 
soon.  They are actually superior to the floodlights in 
every conceivable way but one.  The floodlights are closer. 

Living in man’s world can become overwhelming.  We are 
bombarded by worries and riches and pleasures of this life 
(Luke 8:14) to such a degree that we lose sight of the 
things of God.  At times like that, we need to turn man’s 
lights off.  Retreat for a few minutes or a few hours into 
prayer, or study, or worship.  Remind ourselves of what is 
truly important, truly remarkable. 

No one would suggest that the issues of this life are not 
real.  But we should never confuse proximity with size.  
Truly, they are not worthy to be compared (Romans 8:18) 
to the heavenly things of God. 
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Without God 
Blaise Pascal, in the Pensées (Thoughts), wrote 
of death this way: “the ending is dreary, 
however fine the rest of the play. They put a 
little dirt over your head, and that is the end, 
forever. That is the end awaiting the world’s 
most illustrious life.” Pascal was a believer and 
was describing how life ends for unbelievers. 
What he said would have made Solomon, the 
author of Ecclesiastes, proud, for his words 
aptly summarize the vanity of “life under the 
sun.” If there is no God to alter the human 
predicament, life is ultimately meaningless. 
No matter the magnitude of one’s achieve-
ments or contributions, without God the 
greatest, the worthless, and the worst all end 
up six feet under (Eccl 2.14–17). What a 
terrible way to spend one’s last moments — 
believing that your brief existence wasn’t 
qualitatively more significant than that of 
pond scum. 
 
With God 
Marie Curie devoted her life to a science that 
killed her. Her research involving radium led 
to the invention of the X-ray, treatments for 
cancer, and the atomic bomb. During World 
War I she worked on the battlefields of 
Europe with her portable X-ray equipment, 
helping doctors quickly locate bullets and 
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shrapnel in the wounded. Her years of work 
and experimentation, however, exposed her to 
high doses of radiation. Often ill from 
exhaustion, she developed painful, burning 
lesions on her hands and cataracts on her eyes. 
She died July 4, 1934, from anemia, normally a 
nonfatal condition, but one which her 
diminished health could no longer fight. 
 
In a biography of her mother, Curie’s 
daughter wrote this, “On the morning of July 
3, for the last time, Madame Curie could read 
the thermometer held in her shaking hands 
and distinguish the fall in fever which always 
precedes the end. She smiled with joy.” 
 
Isn’t this how we all want to face the end—not 
with a presumptive confidence or despairing 
void (whether due to legalism or  secularism) 
— but with that smile of joy that comes from 
trusting in the Father of Jesus Christ the Lord?  

[from The Prairie Papers, #51] 
 
 

	  
Who said, “Is it a small matter that you have taken away 

my husband”? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 

2

Text:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
True	  worship	  has	  always	  involved	  	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   .	  
	  
Example	  passages:	  Joshua	  	   	   	   	  &	  1	  Samuel	  	   	   .	  
	  
True	  worship	  involves:	  
	   The	  	   	   	   :	  what	  we	  	  	   	   	   	   	  
	   The	  	   	   	   	   :	  what	  we	  	   	   	   	  
	   The	  	   	   	   :	  what	  we	  	   	   	  
	  
Something	  that	  makes	  us	  	   	   	   	  can	  change	  the	  way	  we	  
	   	   	   	  which	  motivates	  us	  to	  	   	   	   .	  	  
	  
An	  example	  of	  the	  relationship	  between	  these	  three	  elements	  is	  
found	  in	  	   	   	   .	  

	   V.	  36	  -‐	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   V.	  37	  -‐	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   V.	  41-‐42	  -‐	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Two	  motivating	  emotions	  for	  worship:	  	   	   	  &	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

Meaningful Worship 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

God	  is	  	   	   	   ,	  and	  those	  who	  worship	  him	  must	  worship	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
in	  	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	  	  	   .”	  	  

-‐-‐	  John	  4:	   ;	  ESV	  	  
	  


